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Design the Life You Imagine

AFFIN Home Reno/-i

Covers Renovation Costs Property Value

Interior & exterior works like tiling, Eligible for properties
roofing, plumbing & wiring. valued at RM150K and

(Excludes removable items like furniture above.
or appliances)

High Financing Margin Long Tenure

Up to 30% of the property value Up to 35 years or age of
for renovation & related costs. 70 years old (whichever is
earlier).

Visit AffinAlways.com n for more information

Sf AFFIN BANK S5 AFFIN ISLAMIC

Q 03-8230 2222 € © X AffinMy € AffinAlways.com always about you
Terms and Conditions apply

AAAAAAAAA

Affin Bank Berhad 197501003274 (25046-T) . Affin Islamic Bank Berhad 200501027372 (709506-V) M
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@ MILLENNIUM WELT

Where elegance meets driving pleasure.
With refined design, cutting-edge technology, and unmatched comfort,
the BMW 5 Series redefines business class on the road.

#THES

M /o /o

R
Attractive Corporate Rate Attractive BMW

Cash Rebates up to 9% Financing

*Model shown may vary according to local specifications. Terms and conditions apply.



file:

2 REALTORs: S
- ROUNIYEAf Rdgerrop SR Ao

Regerron @)

\ |
%7

ALTORS
Cdger SRR SLAFFIN SRR
s REALTORS' fdgeProp
SR oS p
f“a - AL .} ﬁdgeprup “"‘r(”.
EdgeProp Taght ; [\ =5

HEALTINES % A
' T

_ s At

e REALTORS' =

KR M

o 3 AFFIN
3f AFFIN

Q,* JIH \II




& £
E £
z

Ny

5 ) TN

m -~
-y

6
& 7 B

S
£
5P

*

|
=l

3 a







3
= ¥

re

H







OUNDPABLE 20"

-



http://







RRT24 - EDGEPROP | OCTOBER 3, 2025

Drinks Connexion’s single-malt whisky showcase at the welcome reception of Realtors’ Roundtable (RRT 2025)

PICTURES: SAM FONG/EDGEPROP

SIPPING INTO THE FUTURE: DRINKS
CONNEXION SET TO REVOLUTIONISE
MALAYSIANS’ DRINKING CULTURE

|

Foo Ken Vin, founder of Drinks Connexion

BY JACQUELINE LIM & LEE JI YONG

n a country where teh tarik and kopi o have stood as the

nation’s beverage icons, a quiet revolution is brewing—and

it is spirited, sophisticated, and refreshingly inclusive. At

the heart of this transformation is Drinks Connexion, a Ma-

laysian beverage company that is not just importing global
brands, but reshaping how we experience drinks altogether.

Founded in 2018 by industry veteran Foo Ken Vin, Drinks
Connexion was born out of a simple yet powerful vision: to
bring new beverage experiences to Malaysian consumers through
innovation. Central to the company’s mission is a twofold
strategy: to introduce globally renowned beverage brands that
have yet to reach Malaysian consumers, and to rejuvenate
existing brands through strategic brand engagements that drive
growth and attract new markets.

Innovation begins with insight

Running a beverage company in a dynamic market like Ma-
laysia requires more than just distribution mechanics—it
demands a deep understanding of local drinking culture.

Foo shared that his team has been closely observing the
evolving drinking trends in Malaysia. He pointed to the rise of
cocktail bars, marking a clear departure from the traditional
bottle service model, as more consumers now prefer exploring
new brands and flavours by the glass. These venues are also
curating cocktail recipes using various alcohol brands or categories
where consumers can enjoy different flavours throughout their
night out, he told EdgeProp.

“The emergence of micro clubs has filled the gap for consumers
looking for a great night out with friends in neighbourhood
areas designed to start earlier with a good mix of by-the-glass
and bottle sales,” he noted.

Additionally, Foo pointed to the rise of new sources of
social drinking: “With the spawn of pickleball and padel
courts nowadays that also house F&B operators, we have seen
consumers also moving into more social gatherings or drinking
occasions within these establishments”.

Cheers to sober curious
In recent years, the global surge of the sober curious life-
style—where consumers seek low- or no-alcohol options with-

out compromising taste, experience, or social connection—
has sparked a shift in how people approach social drinking.

Far from being left behind by the sober curious movement,
Drinks Connexion has embraced it by introducing products
tailored to specific consumption channels—catering to mindful
drinking habits while keeping affordability at the forefront. In
bars, restaurants, and sports clubs, consumers can enjoy ready-
to-drink Spritz and Sangria from the Lolea brand, elegantly
packaged and perfect for casual sipping. These venues also
feature Cosmopolitan Diva, a low-alcohol sparkling wine that
adds a touch of sophistication to any occasion.

For high-energy venues, Drinks Connexion has brought in
brands like Jack Daniels flavoured SKUs (Apple and Honey),
and other brands (eg. Blue Binl) where consumers can pre-mix
their bottles ordered into a carafe and be served in shots or
glasses—offering a refreshing taste that keeps the night lively
without overwhelming the palate.

Foodie tradition meets liquid innovation

Food is an integral part of Malaysian culture—woven into
daily life, social gatherings, and celebrations. From bustling
street food to refined dining establishments, Malaysians take




SPEYSIDE SINGLE MALY SCOTCH WHISKY

FOUR CASK MATURED

pride in their culinary heritage. Recognising this deep-rooted
love for food, Drinks Connexion has embraced the opportu-
nity to enhance the dining experience by seamlessly pairing
alcohol with cuisine.

In restaurants, Drinks Connexion has worked closely with
chefs and culinary teams to curate menus with their products
and pairings, creating a harmonious balance between the dish
and the drink that enhances the overall sensory experience.

Drinks Connexion has also facilitated cross-cultural events
of cocktails and food, and brought together restaurant and bar
owners from across Asia and the West. With this congregation,
Drinks Connexion has managed to use its products to bridge
cultures and spark creativity, turning dining into a celebration
of taste, innovation, and connection.

Tequila takes the spotlight for now

When asked about the category of drinks that have seen un-
expected popularity, Foo highlighted: “Tequila is one of the
fastest growing categories that we have seen over the years.
Its versatility, where it can be enjoyed as a shot, on the rocks
and also mixed into cocktails, makes tequila a viable option
for consumers and trade operators to offer to their patrons™.

Drinks Connexion has responded to this growing demand
by expanding its Agave portfolio of brands, from Herradura
to Rooster Rojo, Kah, Los7Angeles, and 818 Tequila brands,
each representing 100% blue agave products—bringing depth,
authenticity, and variety to the local market to be served across
different settings.

Already looking ahead to what's next
Looking ahead, Drinks Connexion continues to demonstrate
its forward-thinking approach, guided by deep industry in-
sight and a keen understanding of consumer behaviour.
“Looking at the current environment where consumers are
more health conscious and accessibility to social sports are
becoming more popular, we foresee the low ABV (alcohol by
volume) category to be one of the key growth drivers in the
near future,” Foo said.
“At the same time we foresee the dining and pairing culture

Drinks Connexion brought the single-malt whisky experience to RRT 2025, with selections that included The GlenDronach, BenRiach and GlenGlassaugh
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will continue to evolve, and we at Drinks Connexion will
continue to engage and find new opportunities to be introduced
to consumers.”

Recognising that drink preferences are constantly evolving,
Drinks Connexion remains adaptable by offering a full range of
spirits that can be enjoyed across social occasions and in the
comfort of home with family and friends.

Teasing what is to come, Foo subtly hinted at exciting
possibilities on the horizon, suggesting to “look forward to
more events and programmes from cocktail, food, and music
collaborations, where like-minded people can share memorable
experiences and great moments together”.

In a country as culturally rich and diverse as Malaysia, Drinks
Connexion is driving a drinking culture that reflects that very
spirit—one that embraces variety, celebrates individuality, and
welcomes everyone to the table. Because the best drinks are
the ones we enjoy bersama-sama. B
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Enjoy GlenDronach Responsibly.
ABV, Imported by Brown-Forman,Louisville, Lou, KY.
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Your 2026 recognition
starts today!

Get clear on what it takes to qualify. Map your pipeline,
set monthly milestones, and use our benchmark guide
to stay on course. Join a community of top performers

and make 2026 your standout year.
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